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Since its construction in the 1880's, the I1.0.0.F. Hall has been considered
one of Hagerstown's finest buildings.

Built between 1880 and 1883, the Hall is an Italianate commercial structure situated

on the northwest corner of Main and Perry Streets. It is a rectangular block with a
Tow hipped-roof and six chimneys. The three story load-bearing brick walls are 53 feet
high, 41 feet long on the Main Street side, and 90 feet on the Perry Street side. The
first floor front is cast iron with stores flanking a central entry. Square columns
support a shallow entablature.

The architectural details give the building its Italianate flavor. The second and
third story windows on the Main and Perry elevations are dressed with Timestone sills
and decorated architrave molding over round-arched panes. There are five bays on the
Main Street side and seven bays on Perry Street. Quoins at the front corners, a string
course between the front second and third floors, and brackets and purlins under the
cornice add to the building's detail. A decorated hood at the center of the front roof
Tine corresponds to a hood over the center entry. The upper hood is inscribed with
"I.0.0.F. Hall" over the date "1880".

When it was finished, the structure had stores on the ground floor and an opera hall
and the Odd Fellows meeting hall on the second and third floors. The third floor meet-
ing hall boasted an organ and 267 square yards of carpeting.

Few alterations have been made to the structure. In 1898, gas lighting replaced
kerosene Tamps; electric 1ighting was first used in 1908. A fire escape was

added to the Perry Street side sometime around the turn of the century. In 1913, Charle:
Newcomb, a Tlocal artist, painted murals on the plaster walls of the opera hall. Many of
the original interior furnishings and fixtures were auctioned off by the 0dd Fellows in
1973. After purchasing the building in 1974, Historic Hagerstown, Inc., removed several
exterior neon signs that had been added during the last fifty years.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 1.0.0.F. Hall has been an important landmark in Hagerstown for almost one hundred
years. It is significant for its architecture and role in the community's social life.

From the time that Hagerstown was platted in 1832 until construction began on the 0dd
Fellows Hall in 1880, the lot at Main and Perry Streets remained undeveloped. During
this period the land changed hands numerous times.

The Heneosis Adelphon Lodge, No. 25 of the I.0.0.F., was chartered in 1846. After meeting
in houses and other Tlodge halls, the Odd Fellows contracted William M. Waltz to construct
a meeting hall. Waltz was the son of an early settler in the township. He operated a

saw mill in the Hagerstown area and acquired his building knowledge largely through ex-
perience. With his son Frank, he constructed a number of houses, churches, stores, and
other structures. The Hagerstown I1.0.0.F. Hall was to be their most notable achievement.
They used native timber and bricks fired on the location and in 1883 presented the 0dd
Fellows a bill for $9,037 for the completed structure.

The building is an example of an Italianate commercial structure. While it was considered
in the late nineteenth century to be one of Hagerstown's finest buildings, it is now
valued as a surviving example of Italianate architecture. The brackets, cast iron front,
Tow roof, decorations, and architrave molding over the arched windows are representative
of the Italianate commercial style. Although this styte was popular in the Midwest in

the late 1800's, the Odd Fellows Hall is unusual in that it has survived with few altera-
tions. Few store fronts have remained as untouched as in this structure; windows have not
been altered; and the decorative moldings are still in place. The 1883 carpet in the
third floor meeting room is in remarkable condition for its age. The fact the 0dd Fellows
owned the structure until Historic Hagerstown acquired it in 1974 accounts for its re-
latively unaltered condition.

A source of Tocal pride are the murals on the second floor walls. Charles Lucien Newcomb
painted the murals on the plaster walls in 1913. Like Waltz, he was the son of pioneer
residents and was self-taught. His mother operated the Newcomb House, one of Hagerstown's
hotels during the nineteenth century. Charles Newcomb worked in the family hotel opera-
tion and painted as a side interest. Natural talent and travel experiences seem to have
been the basis for his painting because he had no formal training. He supplied murals for
some public buildings in nearby Richmond, and although a number of Hagerstown residents
commissioned him to work on their houses, few examples remain. For the 0dd Fellows Hall,
Newcomb used wallpaper imported from Europe as a guide, enlarging the figures to life

size as he worked.

The Hagerstown I1.0.0.F. Hall is representative of the prominent role of lodges in the
civic, cultural, and social life of the late nineteenth centuryv. Such ordanizatsionc wara
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major diversions for residents of Midwestern towns and farms. The I.0.0.F. was consi-
dered one of Hagerstown's elite social groups, and it provided beneficial services in

an age before governments attempted to guarantee basic services and opportunities
for all citizens.

The opera hall on the second floor was important as a community meeting center. From the
1800's well into the twentieth century it hosted school commencements, church services,
musicales, political rallies, dances, and other social gatherings. For a while the hall
even served as a roller skating rink. Historic Hagerstown's 1974 purchase of the
building has assured that it will continue to serve the community, now as a museum.

The Hagerstown 1.0.0.F. Hall is an important 1ink to the nineteenth century. The Ital-
ianate architecture and historical associations of the structure are reminders of a
vanishing architectural style and social Tife.




(LHMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES i

K

Fox, Henry Clay, ed. Memoirs of Wayne County and the City of Richmond, Indiana
2 vols., Madison, Wisconsin: Western Historical Association, 1912.

Hagerstown Centennial Committee. Hagerstown Centennial 1832-1932. n.p., 1932.

"Historic Hagerstown Acquires 94-year-old I1.0.0.F. Bldg.," Hagerstown Exponent, Jan.30,1974$

s [ IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

-
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 €SS than 1 acre
UTM REFERENCES

Al1,6] lels.71214,5) l4,411:913, 0,0} Bl_x_l T e e
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
Cllll_l}l’ll‘!ll‘!lJ ol Lo L o bbby g

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

§8{ FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Richard A. Gantz
ORGANIZATION DATE
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 2-10-77
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Indiana State Museum, 202 N. Alabama Street
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Indianapolis Indiana 46204

§V]STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE_ LocaL _X

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1866 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE ) B ) ) ) DATE
Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer Iune 211977

FOR NPS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE

DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ARCHEQLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER



]

Form No 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES !
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATEENTERED
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 2

BIBLIOGRAPHY (Con't)

History of Wayne County, Indiana. 2 vols., Chicago: Inter-State PubTishing Co., 1884.

-+ (D




